
 
 

       April 29, 2022 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro          The Honorable Kay Granger 

Chairwoman             Ranking Member  

Committee on Appropriations          Committee on Appropriations  

U.S. House of Representatives          U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515           Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairwoman and Ranking Member, 

 

I am requesting $3,000,000 in funding for the SHBB Impact Center and Capacity Project in fiscal year 

2023 through the Economic Development Initiative account.  

 

The entity to receive funding for this project is America Second Harvest of the Big Bend located at 

4446 Entrepot Blvd, Tallahassee FL, 32310. 

 

The funding would be used for the construction of a new Second Harvest of the Big Bend Impact Center 

and additional warehouse space. Second Harvest’s current facility was originally designed to house and 

distribute 10 million pounds of food each year. Yet last year, the Food Bank distributed more than 13 

million pounds. With the level of food insecurity expected to increase over the next decade, they need 

more capacity to close the meal gap in our region. The current facility sits on a 12.17-acre campus in 

Leon County with ample room for expansion. The new 20,000 square foot Impact Center will include: 

• Volunteer Hub: Most of Second Harvests’ operations are currently conducted in the warehouse. 

The staff and volunteers do not have a dedicated workspace, creating hazardous conditions as 

they must work near forklifts that are moving goods and supplies. The Volunteer Hub will 

provide a safe space dedicated to packing food to be distributed to the community. 

• Community Training Center: The largest space in the current facility must double its capacity for 

meetings and educational programming. The new Impact Center will provide a meeting space 

for the staff, board of directors, and community volunteers. 

• Community Wellness and Education Center: For the first time, there will be space at the Food 

Bank that houses a demonstration kitchen dedicated to holding events and providing 

programming that will educate food-insecure individuals on nutrition, gardening, and cooking, 

promoting self-sufficiency, and better nutrition for their families. 

• Solar panels will be installed to reduce utility costs 

 

For 40 years, Second Harvest of the Big Bend (SHBB) has been a vital community asset, providing 

food assistance to neighbors experiencing hunger in Tallahassee and communities throughout the Big 

Bend area. Therefore, the expansion and reorganization of current offices and warehouse space are 

critical in order to meet the strategic plan goals of feeding more neighbors, educating more food-insecure 



 
 

men and women, and engaging a wider group of donors and volunteers in Big Bend communities. This 

project will create greater efficiencies and opportunities to assist more individuals and families within 

North Florida.  

 

I certify that neither I nor my immediate family has any financial interest in this project. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Al Lawson 

Member of Congress  

 


